
Stay and play Nursery

We would love to invite you to join us for the launch of our new learning 
theme on Tuesday 4th June at 9am until 11am, it would be great if you could 
join us for some of this time. You will be able to join your child in developing 
curiosity and work together to investigate and explore new activities. We will 
be joined by a photographer from the trust who will be taking pictures 
which may be used to promote the school. (Only when publication 
permission has been granted). We are looking forward to seeing you for this 
event.

NEWSLETTER
24th May 2024

Message from Mrs Gibson
Happy half term!  Year Three have had a wonderful time on their trip this 
week and have created lots of historically accurate artefacts which I've 
really enjoyed looking at and I've been looking at independent writing 
across school which shows a huge range of imagination and creativity.

Everyone had a great time at their discos and had great fun dancing to the 
juke box – the staff enjoyed it as much as the children!

The whole school were delighted to attend a special assembly yesterday to 
celebrate Darcie, the very first ever Gold learner at Birley Spa!  She gave a 
wonderful speech about how she shows the school values in different ways 
and the children worked out that she had earned 180 Learners' Code 
points this year!!  What an amazing role model!

As a reward, she was given the chance to invite some Bronze or Silver 
learners to her Gold Learner's tea party where they enjoyed salted caramel 
frappes and chocolate fudge brownie frappes as a special treat.
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Year 1 & 2

As we approach then end of this half term key Stage 1 are happy to report 
that our caterpillars have successfully changed into butterflies. We have 
realised them into the school grounds. Our tadpoles have also changed into 
froglets and have been released back into their original pond habitat. The 
children found it fascinating watching how these animals change from one 
form to another.

In Science children have completed a unit on animals and their habitats. 
Children have learnt about what an animals need from their habitat and 
have created some simple food chains. In geography children have learnt the 
names of the continents of the world and their position on a map. You may 
have heard them singing a catchy song about them.

EYFS

We have had a very exciting week in EYFS. Our tiny caterpillars eventually 
became beautiful butterflies. We watched them flutter away to find new 
homes and are looking out for them coming back to visit us in our garden. 
We learnt so much about the life cycle of butterflies.
We had a fantastic time developing our physical skills dancing to the juke 
box at our Spring disco.
We are all looking forward to the half term break and returning for our next 
learning focus.
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Year 3

In year 3 this week we went on an exciting trip to Western Park 
Museum where we were immersed in Bronze Age life. We made 
pottery that Bronze Age people would have drunk from, 
jewellery out of jet stone from Whitby and planned a Bronze 
Age meal. We then continued this learning on by building a 
replica of Bronze Age hill forts showing how they would have 
protected themselves.
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Year 4 
In Y4, the children enjoyed using their knowledge of The Bear and the 
Piano to create their own narratives. Titles include "The Sloth and the 
Trumpet" "The Snake and the Harmonica" and "The Kangaroo and the 
Ukulele". They are looking forward to publishing their stories to share with 
adults and children across school.  In Art, the children have created their 
final piece - a wanted poster for Dick Turpin linking to our History learning 
around Crime and Punishment. They enjoyed staining their poster to make 
the effect of an old piece of paper and using their portrait skills to 
complete their final portrait of Dick Turpin in order to catch the most 
famous Highwayman.

Finally, it is just a couple of weeks until the multiplication tables check. 
Please keep practising for a few minutes each day, it will make all the 
difference. You have all worked really hard!

Miss Morley and Miss Gostelow
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Year 5 

Year 5 have had a brilliant end to the term! We have taken part in 2 brilliant 
end of topic projects! They have made their own solar systems- painting 
their planets and creating their own starry backgrounds. We then added 
detailed descriptions of their creations for the target audience to understand 
our learning. They have also made a bridge out of recyclable items for 
Design and Technology, making sure it is durable and strong enough to hold 
an agreed weight. In English, the children have researched, planned and 
written a non-chronological report based on an unusual creature of their 
choice. They have used a success criteria to check many of the Y5 
grammatical features are included, whilst writing using their own flair. In 
maths, we have started looking at coordinates, and this is what the children 
will continue to look at, at the start of next term.

Year 6 

What a busy few weeks it has been for Year 6, pupils and staff alike. As you 
know, we were tremendously proud of the way the children conducted 
themselves during SATS week, so much so that we awarded Star of the Week 
to everyone!

When we come back from the half term break there will be plenty going on. 
As well as our usual curriculum there will be transition days at the children's 
new schools, Sports Day, and of course the Year 6 residential at Kingswood. 
For those not attending, we intend to ensure they don't miss out by creating 
an engaging, fun and challenging project to get stuck into. Fingers crossed 
for good weather, as we intend to spend lots of time outside. 

We hope you enjoy the break, and we look forward to the children coming 
back refreshed and ready to put their all into their last term at Birley Spa!
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Class N 
This half term seems to have flown by, probably because we have been so focused on 
learning! We have loved our Food Technology theme this half term – rolling and 
kneading, and this has meant we have been able to use rolling pins and our hands to 
help make some of the best tasting biscuits. Our favourites were most definitely the 
Malteser cookies! The children are now much more confident in weighing and 
combining ingredients, and they are beginning to understand what different foods 
contain. They have created their own concoction using marshmallows, cocoa powder, 
caster sugar, butter, golden syrup and flour – apparently it tasted great!
The children have worked really hard on using their timetables knowledge to help 
them understand and progress with their mathematical skills. They are noticing how 
important timetables are as they are used in many different mathematical concepts, 
including adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing, fractions and time. As always, the 
7s, 8s and 9s timetables are the trickiest and the ones the children need to practise 
the most. In Science, the children have been really engaged when learning about 
electricity, especially when we tested what materials are conductors and insulators 
within a circuit. The children spontaneously thought about how to make the 
investigation fair.  They noticed, when analysing their findings, that the materials that 
conducted electricity were made from metal. We also discussed how to be safe with 
electricity and some of the hazards that could be in their homes and even school if 
people are not careful.
Class N have now demonstrated 300 acts of kindness and continue to add even 
more. As their reward the children would like to go on a visit to embed their learning, 
so watch this space!
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STAR OF THE WEEK 

20th May 2024– 24th May 2024

Clas
s: 

A Khenan – For settling into new routines in 
Nursery and being creative.

Kenton – For his teamwork in Class A and becoming 
an independent learner.

B Chloe – for her amazing attitude to all her 
learning and producing some great work.

Brody – For making great choices and having an 
amazing attitude to school values.

C Georgios - For aspiration and resilience in all 
that he does. Georgios is always doing the right 
thing and is a role model for the rest of the 
class.

Layla W  -  For creativity and aspiration in all areas of 
the curriculum. Layla takes prides in her work and 
has lovely handwriting.

D Isla  - Isla you are amazing us in all your learning. 
Keep it up!

Drin - for showing empathy to his peers. You really 
are such a kind person.

E Jaxon - For showing resilience with your 
handwriting and presentation.  I can see lots of 
improvement.  You show endeavor and 
aspiration in all your lessons and you are a role 
model for your friends.

Amelia - For showing all of our school values on a 
daily basis.  You work hard and you want to help 
others.  You are a super role model for your friends.

F Darcy – For showing creativity in building and 
making Bronze Age artefacts in class and at the 
museum.

Willow – For showing creativity in building and 
making Bronze Age artefacts in class and at the 
museum.

G Bryley – For always showing aspiration and 
trying his hardest no matter what the subject it 
is!

Colby - for being resilient with his creative writing in 
English

H Cheetah - For showing aspiration in home 
learning which reflects in her work.

Isla - For showing aspiration and resilience, 
particularly in art.

I Freddie - Showing aspiration in his reading. He 
has shown good understanding of a text and 
used his inference skills.

Samuel - showing creativity in his ideas within his 
independent writing.

J Tayen – For showing resilience and creativity in 
her science.

Mason – For showing endeavour in his writing!

K All children in Class K -  For showing all the school values this week and being respectful, hardworking 
role models. Super stars!

L Mason – For aspiration and endeavour – trying 
his hardest in all his lessons.

Ella – for being a role model to those around her with 
her focus and resilience.

M Ruby – For always being a superb role model, 
demonstrating all our school values, no matter 
what.

Jorja – for always showing all the school values. I 
have been particularly impressed with Jorja’s 
resilience this week.

N Logan – For resilience and teamwork – Logan has worked really hard in PE and was an excellent team 
member who never gave up during a game of bench ball. Well done, Logan!



Weekly Attendance 
20th May – 24th May 2024 
Whole School target: 96%

 
 
At Birley Spa Primary Academy we are committed to helping all pupils to achieve their full potential. 
Good attendance is a key factor in raising pupils’ attainment and supporting their personal development. 
In line with DfE and Local Authority policy, we do not authorise holidays taken in school time and we 
work with families to do everything they can to support their child to attend school every day. Whilst it 
is appreciated that children are ill from time to time, please think carefully before allowing your child to 
be absent from school. The chart below provides an indication of how just a few days absence can 

significantly impact a child’s overall attendance percentage and impede their learning:

Description Attendance
Whole 
Days Lost

Lost Hours of 
Learning

Excellent 100 – 99% 0 – 2 0 – 10

Good 98 – 96% 4 – 7.5 20 – 37.5

Requires Improvement 95 – 91% 9.5 – 17 47.5 – 85

Persistent Absentee 90 – 86% 19 – 27 95 – 135

Critical 85 – 80% 28.5 – 38 142.5 – 190

EYFS A 88.7%

EYFS B 97%

Y1/Y2 C 94.3%

Y1/Y2 D 98.3%

Y1/Y2 E 92.5%

Y3 F 90.3%

Y3 G 93.7%

Y4 H 90.4%

Y4 I 88.3%

Y5 J 92.1%

Y5 K 95%

Y6 L 92.3%

Y6 M 88.1%

Y3/Y6 N 80%

Whole School Attendance 91.5%



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Date: Event:

27th May – 31s t May 2024
3rd June

Half term Holiday
INSET day – School closed

4th June 2024 School Reopens for children 

14th June 2024 Father's Day breakfast 8am, 8:30am and 9am

17th June 2024 Father's Day breakfast 8am, 8:30am and 9am

19th – 21s t June 2024 Y6 Kingswood Residential visit 

26th June 2024 EYFS sports day – 9am 
Year 1 and 2 sports day – 1.30pm

28th June 2024 Year 3 and 4 sports day – 9am 
Year 5 and 6 sports day – 1.30pm 

1s t – 5th July 2024 Y6 bike ability 

17th  July 2024 Reports to go home 

22nd July 2024 Summer Fayre

23rd July 2024 Last day of the Academic Year

2nd /3rd September 2024 INSET Days – School closed
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