NEWSLETTER

26t January 2024

A message from Mrs Gibson:
You have received a letter from school today containing a link to our latest Ofsted report.

We are really pleased to share our latest Ofsted report, which is based on our inspection in
November 2023. The inspection team could clearly see the progress Birley Spa has made on its
journey of development and we are excited to continue the next stage of this journey. We are
delighted that the team recognised that our children become confident and resilient learners and
that Birley Spa is a positive and supportive place to learn. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank the whole school community - staff, pupils, parents, governors for their dedication and
commitment. We are wholly committed to developing a strong reading ethos throughout our
school community and we are very pleased that inspectors recognised this during their visit.

Number Day Friday 2" February
To celebrate Number Day, we will be having lots of maths and number fun
at school to raise money to support the NSPCC. We will be taking part in
Dress up for Digits and pupils will be invited to wear an item of clothing with
a number on it.
If they would like to do this (they don’t havetc™ =~ '8
are: 9 0 1
- colouring numbers onto a white t-shirt
- wearing their old birthday badges
- wearing a onesie with numbers on
- dress as a dice or calculator or even a 1
Numberblocks character! ’

Please remember that no sports shirts are to be worn in school. To help raise
money for the NSPCC, we are asking for a suggested donation of £1. Children
can make a donation and come in non-uniform if they do not have number-
related shirts.

If your child has any loose change, they can bring this into school by Friday
2nd February to add to our NSPCC donations.

We're looking forward to seeing the children’s number work in action!




Understanding the online world
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Reading

Ways to build your child’s
confidence with Maths and

Our children have accounts with these English and

Maths games.

Reading Eggs M Times Tables Rockstars

Children love the
games, songs, golden
eggs and other rewards
which, along with
feeling proud of their
reading, really motivate
children to keep
exploring and learning.

www.readingeggs.co.uk

The world’s leading
online maths program
that builds confidence
through personalised

learning, exciting games
and mastery
challenges.

https://www.mathletics.

Times Tables Rock Stars
is @ maths programme
that takes all the worry
out of learning times

tables and has a proven

track record of boosting
children’s fluency and
recall in multiplication

and division.

https://ttrockstars.com/

They can all be accessed on all mobile devices as well as computers and

com/uk/

laptops.

Just 10 minutes three times per week (or more of course!) can have a
huge impact on your child’s confidence and accuracy.



http://www.readingeggs.co.uk/
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/
https://ttrockstars.com/

STAR OF THE WEEK
22"d — 26t January 2024

Kobi — For his positive attitude and his empathy when
helping the new children settle in.

Mckenzie — For showing resilience, coming in to class
every morning this week in a happy, calm way

Flourish — For always being an inspirational role
model in our class.

Caitlyn — For aspiring to do well in all subjects.

Marianna — For showing empathy and tolerance. You
are a good friend and you help other children in the
class.

William — For teamwork through being encouraging
to others during PE lessons.

Poppy — For endeavour and resilience with her
fluency in her reading in school and at home too!

Tayloir — For aspiration and creativity. Tayloir has
created some brilliant, creative stories whilst at
home.

Marnie — For showing resilience and endeavour in
maths.

Leo — For being creative in his writing and having a
positive energy.

Jayden — For showing all values continuously. Jayden
is always making the right choice.

Lottie — For showing aspiration by completing online
learning to a high standard.

Alice — For showing aspiration by completing online
learning to a high standard.

Harlee — For his resilience in adapting to changes and his
positive attitude to learning.

Marcie-Mae — For always doing her best work throughout
the day.

Georgios — For always being an aspirational role model in
our class.

Beryl — For aspiring to do well and using her phonics.

Yasra — For aspiring to be the best reader you can be. You
are working super hard in your phonics lessons and we can
see a big improvement in your reading.

Alana — For resilience and aspiration by reading aloud
beautifully to the nursery class.

Poppy — For creativity in her writing. Her vocabulary use is
expanding and her writing is beautifully brining our story to
life.

Caitlin — For endeavour and aspiration. Cailtlin has had a
great attitude within her learning and really pushed herself,
like reading to the class.

Joshua — For showing creativity in his writing.

Sophie — For showing aspiration in her writing and
becoming a confident independent learner.

Ava — For showing all our values and being a role model to
the whole of Year 5.

Jayden — For showing aspiration by completing online
learning to a high standard.

Coleby — For showing aspiration by completing online
learning to a high standard.

Ivan - For endeavour. Ivan has tried extremely hard in all lessons and overcome some challenges with confidence and

acceptance. Well done, Ivan!




Weekly Attendance
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Whole School Attendance 91.7%

At Birley Spa Primary Academy we are committed to helping all pupils to achieve their full potential.
Good attendance is a key factor in raising pupils’ attainment and supporting their personal development.
In line with DfE and Local Authority policy, we do not authorise holidays taken in school time and we
work with families to do everything they can to support their child to attend school every day. Whilst it
is appreciated that children are ill from time to time, please think carefully before allowing your child to
be absent from school. The chart below provides an indication of how just a few days absence can

significantly impact a child’s overall attendance percentage and impede their learning:
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Dates for the Diary

12th — 16 February 2024

19t February 2024

19 February 2024

8th March 2024

11t March 2024

29t March — 12t April 2024

15t April 2024

6t May 2024

27th May — 31t May 2024
3rd June

4th June 2024

14th June 2024

17% June 2024

23 July 2024

2nd /3rd September 2024

Half term Holiday

School Reopens for children
Young Voices Trip for Year 5
Mother’s day afternoon tea 2pm, 2.45pm and

3.30pm

Mother’s day afternoon tea 2pm, 2.45pm and
3.30pm
Easter Holidays

School Reopens to children

Bank Holiday — School Closed

Half term Holiday
INSET day — School closed

School Reopens for children

Father's Day breakfast 8am, 8:30am and 9am

Father's Day breakfast 8am, 8:30am and 9am

Last day of the Academic Year

INSET Days — School closed
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