
NEWSLETTER
22nd September 2023

Meet the Teacher:
We were delighted to welcome all of the parents who attended our ‘Meet the teacher’ on 
site, it was lovey to see how many parents attended. Our teachers have expressed how 
grateful they were that you could spend a few minutes discussing the year ahead.  

Sports day:
A reminder that we have sports day for the year groups who had theirs cancelled before 
the Summer holidays due to the poor weather. 
Current Year 2s will have their sports day at 9:15am on Monday 25th September. Year 3s 
sports day will be on Tuesday 26th September at 9:15am. Parents are welcome to attend. 
We ask that parents take their child to their class as normal and the wait for them on the 
school field area. 

Read with the children:
Please remember that parents are invited to come in at 2:30pm on Monday to read with 
their children – you’ll have the opportunity to share a story, talk to the teacher and be able 
to talk about a book with no interruptions.   
Class A-E – parents can join us for a phonics session on Tuesday 3rd October at 8:50am to 
see how their child learns and how you can help them during these key reading years.  

Lifestyle opportunity clubs:
With the great success of last year’s ‘Lifestyle opportunity clubs’, we are happy to 
announce we will be continuing the clubs this term. Letters have gone out with children to 
sign up for clubs and will be emailed out to parents as well. Clubs will begin the week 
commencing Monday 2nd October so form must be returned to the school office before 
this date.  Places will be given out on a first-come, first-served basis and any children who 
can’t access the club yet will be placed on a waiting list. 

Weekly attendance rewards:

 From Friday 22nd September, a weekly draw will be made 

including all children who have achieved 100% 

attendance and punctuality that week. The prize of the 

draw will be a £10.00 ASDA voucher. The winner will be 

able to agree how to spend this with their family. We 

hope to see as many children as possible in the draw each 

week.

A huge WELL DONE to this week’s winner: Lylah 

from Class B!

Attendance — Birley Spa Primary Academy 
(birleyspaacademy.co.uk)

https://www.birleyspaacademy.co.uk/parents/attendance/
https://www.birleyspaacademy.co.uk/parents/attendance/


Suggestions for reading with your child.  Just 10 minutes a day can boost 
your child’s confidence, imagination and vocabulary.  Check out 50 

recommended books for each year group!



Useful Link for Parents: 

This page is where we will provide a link and barcode for useful links 
for parents. These will get updated weekly. 

Links from previous weeks: 



Staying Safe Online!



Weekly Attendance 
18th – 22nd September 2023

Well done to classes: K, L and N for achieving over 96%! 
 
At Birley Spa Primary Academy we are committed to helping all pupils to achieve their full potential. 
Good attendance is a key factor in raising pupils’ attainment and supporting their personal development. 
Whilst it is appreciated that children are ill from time to time, please think carefully before allowing your 
child to be absent from school. The chart below provides an indication of how just a few days absence 

can significantly impact a child’s overall attendance percentage and impede their learning:

Description Attendance
Whole 
Days Lost

Lost Hours of 
Learning

Excellent 100 – 99% 0 – 2 0 – 10

Good 98 – 96% 4 – 7.5 20 – 37.5

Requires Improvement 95 – 91% 9.5 – 17 47.5 – 85

Persistent Absentee 90 – 86% 19 – 27 95 – 135

Critical 85 – 80% 28.5 – 38 142.5 – 190

EYFS A 95%

EYFS B 93%

Y1/Y2 C 95%

Y1/Y2 D 95%

Y1/Y2 E 93%

Y3 F 94%

Y3 G 95%

Y4 H 92%

Y4 I 92%

Y5 J 94%

Y5 K 99%

Y6 L 98%

Y6 M 89%

Y3-Y6 N 99.5%

Whole School Attendance 94.3%



STAR OF THE WEEK 

18th – 22nd September 2023
Class: 

A Precious – Being a positive Role model and 
showing great Teamwork.

Brooke – Being an enthusiastic and Creative learner 
and settling into classroom routines.  

B Chloe – Showing great Aspiration in reading using 
her taught phonics skills. 

Louie – Showing great Aspiration in using his phonics 
skills to independently write labels in provision. 

C Pippa – Showing Creativity and Endeavour when 
working independently in class. 

Charlotte – Showing Aspiration and Creativity in class, 
especially in Literacy. 

D Amelia – For being a positive Role model for the 
class. 

Anabelle – For identifying her own targets in 
handwriting and writing cursively all the time. 

E Darcey – Showing Empathy and Tolerance and 
being kind to all her classmates.

Ezra – Showing Aspiration and working hard to do his 
very best. 

F Lillie- Wonderful presentation across all subjects, 
a real Aspiration to do her best.

Calvin – Excellent Endeavour in Maths, enthusiasm for 
learning, answering every single question. 

G Lily – Making every Endeavour to achieve her 
very best and more, particularly in Maths and 
English this week. It has really shone through, 
keep it up!

Colby – Being really Resilient even when something is 
hard, always trying his best. 

H Isabelle – Resilience with handwriting and 
spelling. Isabelle keeps on trying till she gets it 
right! 

Elijah – Showing Creativity in English. Elijah created 
some amazing expanded noun phrases using synonyms 
within his writing! 

I Marnie – Showing Resilience and having a 
positive attitude towards her learning. 

Darcie – Showing Endeavour in Maths and having a 
positive attitude when faced with challenge.

J Charlie – For showing all the school values! Chance – Showing Resilience in his Maths! 

K Kian – Aspiration – Kian is always engaged in all 
lessons and works very hard to achieve his very 
best. 

Amelia – Resilience – Amelia shows that she is always 
on task and shows great Resilience even when work 
can be challenging. 

L Max – Showing great Teamwork skills and 
challenging himself in all lessons. 

Abbey – Settling into year 6 really well. Abbey is 
developing self-confidence and Resilience in all lessons. 

M Alice – Showing determination with your reading. 
Well done for being confident when reading out 
loud. 

Coleby – Showing Empathy during History. Your prior 
knowledge and reasoning skills are great.

N Mickenzie - for Aspiration! He is trying hard to be more independent.



 

Dates for the Diary 
Date: Event:

Monday 25th September 9:15am Year 2 – Sports day

Monday 25th September 2:30pm – 
3:00pm

Reading with Parents

Tuesday 26th September 9:15am Year 3 – Sports day

23rd – 27th October 
30th October

Half term Holiday
INSET day – school closed

31st October School Reopens to children 

31st October 3:10pm – 3:25pm Meet the teacher

1st November 3:10pm – 3:25pm Meet the teacher

15th November Individual School Photos

4th December Student Flu Vaccinations 

25th December – 5th January 2024
8th January

Christmas Holidays
INSET day – school closed

9th January 2024 School Reopens to children

12th – 16th February 2024 Half term Holiday

19th February 2024 School Reopens for children

29th March – 12th April 2024 Easter Holidays 

1st May 2024 School Reopens to children 

6th May 2024 Bank Holiday – School Closed

27th May – 31st May 2024
3rd June

Half term Holiday
INSET day – School closed

4th June 2024 School Reopens for children 

23rd July 2024 Last day of the Academic Year

2nd /3rd September 2024 INSET Days – School closed
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