
Welcome to our 
Celebration of Learning

June 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,

I amthrilled to beableto sharewith youour first "Celebrationof Learning"booklet.

Thisis somethingthat we will be creatingeachmonth as we go forward, as a mechanismof sharingthe fabulous
learningthat ishappeningat our schoolandalsoto keepyoufully informedof our progresstowardsour visionof being
anOutstandingschool. Thingsthat Iknowyousharemypassionfor.

AsI havecommunicatedrepeatedlyoverthe lockdownperiod, thishasbeenaveryunusualtime for all of usandI truly
valueyourcommitmentto yourchildrenandtheir educationin whateverwaythishastakenplace. Somefamilieshave
completedonlinelearningdaily, whilstothershaveengagedbycompletingpaperpacks. It hasbeenarealpleasureto
seethepridethe childrenand yourselveshavetakenin thisreallyimportantwork. Thankyou!

Ouronlinelearningplatformswill remainin place,regardlessof what the return to schoolin Septembermay look like.
It isavaluabletool not only for communicationbut for additionallearningandactivitiesthat we mayneedthe children
to takepart in.

Manythanks

Mrs Pink
Headteacher

Jermyn Crescent 
Sheffield
S12 4QE

Tel:  0114 2399106
Email:  enquiries@birleyspaacademy.co.uk



Dear Parents and Carers,

Theworldwide pandemicof 2020hasrecentlychangedthe livesof everyone. We haveneverexperienced
or preparedfor anythinglikethis andit will be lookedbackon asasignificanthistoricevent.

Sincethe lockdowncame into force on Friday20th March, many of the childrenat Birley Spahavebeen
learningat home,carefullysupportedby their teachers. TheShowbieand Tapestryonline platforms have
proven to be an excellent way for staff to communicatewith their children. Furthermore, they have
enabledchildrenandparentsto sharethe wonderful homelearningthat hastakenplace. We would like to
thank you enormouslyfor your continued support during this difficult time and for encouragingyour
child/childrento completethe tasksandactivitiesset.

As always,the children at Birley Spahave risen to the challengesuperbly(both at home and in school).
Therefore, we would to take this opportunity to sharesome of the fantastic projects and home/school
learningactivitiesthat childrenhavecompletedduring the lastthree months (from Nurseryto Year6).

At school,we alwaysput the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎwell-being at the centre of our thinking. We acknowledgethat the
childrenwill havehaddifferent experiencesduring this unprecedentedtime. However, the commonthread
runningthroughall is the lossof routine, structure,friendship,opportunity andfreedom. Theselossescan
triggeranxietyin anychild. Someof you mayhaveexperiencedthis with your own children.

Therefore,as we support more of our children in returning to schoolsafely in September,our attention
shifts towards implementinga recoverycurriculumthat meets the needsof everychild. At BirleySpa,our
recoverycurriculumprogrammewill be a balanceof revisitingtheΨƭƻǎǘƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩwhilstat the sametime re-
establishingpositivelearningbehaviours.

I look forward to sharingmore detailsregardingour recoverycurriculumover the next fewweeks.

Mr SimonSmith
DeputyHeadteacher
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Phase Leader Update

DearParentsandCarers,

I hope you are all keepingsafeand well. It feels far too long sincewe were all together in schooland we

havemissedplayingand learningwith the childreneveryday. Now our phasedreturn of FS1, FS2 , Y1 and

Y6 pupilshasbegun,we haveenjoyedhearingthe soundsof childrenin schoolbut wantedto celebratethe

achievementof those of youwho are learningat home.

Thishasbeena very difficult time for usall, howeverhavingcontactwith you all through Tapestryhas kept

us all feelingpositiveand all of the staff appreciatethe amazingefforts you haveall beenputting into your

home learning!

LΩŘlike to take this opportunity to share some of the wonderful work our children have completed

throughout the lockdownperiod.

Thankyou againfor all of your contributions,I wishwe couldsharethem all!

Bestwishes

Ms Peck

EYFS Celebration 
of Learning

June 2020



Birley Spa Primary Academy EYFS Celebration of Work:  June 2020

FS1 - Ducklings

Lots of exciting home learning has been completed in FS1.  We have been learning all about creatures that 
live in the sea.  When our book of the week was Ψ{ƘŀǊƪ in the 5ŀǊƪΣΩ the children explored rhyming words and 
animals who live in the sea. 

We have been so busy experimenting with different ways of making sea animals and using our imagination to 
create under water animals. 

James created his own under water world 
with three sea animals which he counted 
very carefully

Amie was very creative using lego
to make her whale

Charlottelearned about all  the different 
animals that live in a rock pool

William used a 
paper plate to 
make his whale



Birley Spa Primary Academy EYFS Celebration of Work:  June 2020

FS2 ςClass Whirlow and Class Heeley

Our theme in EYFS before half term was Growing and since the break we have been learning more about 
Under the Sea. Ms Peck, Miss Warner and Mrs Thomas have enjoyed sharing one of their favouritestories 
with you each week and setting you a new challenge each day.

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƻǳǊ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ  ǿŀǎ ΨSupertatoΩΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ 9Ǿƛƭ tŜŀ ǘƻƻƪ Whirlow Pig and HeeleyPig. We 
made posters, maps and traps to help Supertatofind them. We also counted the vegetables in our fridgesand 
made some of them into super veggies!

²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ ǿŀǎ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅōƛǊŘ IŜŀǊŘΩ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ƭƛƪŜ [ȅŘƛŀ aƻƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
counted and shared the spots on our ladybirds.

We have been so busy!

Jayden counting the spots 
on his ladybird. He had to 

concentrate very hard Arianna made a rainbow starfish. 
She had to think carefully about the 

rainbow colours

Irene completed  her Cosmic  yoga.
{ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ΨLǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ  ŎŀƭƳΩ

George made his 3 
dogs out of lego. It 
was quite tricky but 
he kept trying!



Birley Spa Primary Academy Phase 1 Celebration of Work:  June 2020

FS2ςClassWhirlow andClassHeeley

We havebeenlearninglots of facts about seacreatures. Did you know that sharkshave6 rows of teeth
andcanhaveup to 3000teeth at a time! Theyalsoneverstopmoving,evenwhen they areasleep!

Wehavealsobeenlearningabout plasticpollution andhow it canhurt seacreatures.

Herearea fewexamplesof the amazinghome learningabout differentanimalsandseacreatures.

Joshua went on a litter pick around the local area and then 
made a fantastic poster about plastic pollution

Harry solved mathematical word problems 
related to the story The Snail and the Whale

Ben answered comprehension questions 
about the story The Storm Whale 

Isaac wrote a fact file with all of the 
interesting facts he knows about sharks



Phase Leader Update

DearParentsandCarers,

I hope you are all keepingsafeand well. Over the last couple of weeks our schoolhas welcomedmore
childrenbackfrom yearsN, F2, Y1 andY6. It hasbeengreatto havemore childrenbackin the buildingand
takea bigsteptowardsreturning to normality.

I understandthat this hasbeena verydifficult time for eachfamilywithin our schoolcommunity, howeverI
really appreciateall of the hard work that has taken placeat home in order to work with your childrento
completethe work their teachershavebeensetting for them. Theresponseto our online learningplatform
has beenbrilliant and I am thrilled that the children havebeenengagingso well with Mathletics, Get Epic
and Numbotsas well. Youshouldbe very proud of your own improvedIT skills. EquallyI understandthat
accessingthe platform has not been as easyfor some families for severalreasonsand so I am also really
pleasedthat youhaveensuredyourchildhasnot developedanygapsin their knowledgeandunderstanding
by regularlycompletingandreturning the paperpacks.

We would love to know what elseyour child has been learning throughout the lockdownperiod. Please
sharethis informationalongwith any photographswith yourŎƘƛƭŘΩǎteacherto enableus to celebratethese
achievementsor sendussomeinformation through SchoolComms.

LΩŘlike to take this opportunity to sharesome of the amazingwork our children have completedso far
throughout the lockdownperiod.

Thankyou,

Mrs Unwin

Phase 1  
Celebration of 
Learning

June 2020



Birley Spa Primary Academy Phase 1 Celebration of Work:  June 2020

Year 1 ςClass Don and Class Sheaf

In YearOne,our topics havebeen'Paws,Clawsand Whiskers'and 'Riode Vida'. Throughoutthesetopics
we have been investigatingwhat lives in the rain forest, learning about different animalsand thinking
about their habitats. Thechildren haveusedtheir Designand Technologyskills to make bird boxes,bug
hotels,animalsculpturesandrainsticks. Welldone!

In Englishwe have focusedon fiction and non-fiction books featuring animals and have applied this
knowledgeto completesciencetasks. In our writing we havebeenfocusingon usingadjectivesin order to
make our sentencesmore descriptive. We havealsobeenusingour inferenceskills to make predictions
andhave beenworking on usingpunctuationcorrectly.

We aresoproud of all yourhard work YearOne,keepit up.

MissWhitworth andMrs. Allan

Oscacreated rain shakers to recreate the calming 
sounds of the rain

RIVER HUME ς ART PROJECT  

YEAR 1 ς SHEAF ς MISS WHITWOTH ς APRIL 2020 

 

River used his cutting and painting 
skills to create a model animal

Chloe practiced her 
painting skills to make a 

giraffe modelOliver designed and built a bird feeder



Birley Spa Primary Academy Phase 1 Celebration of Work:  June 2020

Year 2 ςClass Endcliffeand Class Norfolk

Duringthe last half term our topic in Year2 wasά²ƘƛŎƘanimalswriggle,crawl andǊƻŀƳΚέ. Throughoutthe
topic we have explored different living things and their habitats. The children investigateda range of
habitats by visiting local areas close to home and also completed researchfor those around the world.
Followingthis Year 2 childrencreatedtheir own bug hotels usingitems we couldfind suchaslogs,twigsand
wood items.

In Englishwe considereda rangeof different books including fiction and non fiction titles whichfocusedon
living things and their habitats. We have practicedreading fluently and using the text to carefullyanswer
comprehensionquestions. Our writing focaehaverangedfrom narrativesto diary entries and we haveeven
hadlots of fun writing our own animalrelatedpoems!

Well done to all of the Y2 childrenfor their hard work and determinationover the last few months. Keepit
up!

Mrs Unwin andMissWilson

Thomas used natural materials to 
create a nature collage

Daniel has practiced his 
spellings each week John-Henry practicing addition on 

Mathletics

Harriet went on a
minibeasthunt


